MASHPEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS—LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE 
	CONTENT/LESSON PLAN­­ Geography: Land and People  

	Grade level:  2
	Estimated Time (Minutes): 60 minutes
	Unit #:  MCU
	Lesson #: 4

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How are Continents the Same and Different? 

	STANDARDS 
CCSS.ELA – Literacy.RI.2.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 
CCSS.ELA – Literacy.W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to produce a report; record science).
HSS.2.LC.01 – Locate the continents: North America, South America, Europe, Asia (with Middle East), Africa, and Australia/Oceania.
HSS.2.LS.06 – Explain the difference between a continent and a country, and give examples of each. 
 

	LEARNING TARGET(s) 
I can describe the physical geography of North America and Africa, including the climate and major landforms.

I can label a map with the following: specific mountains and ranges, rivers, landforms, and waters surrounding North America and Africa.

I can explain basic similarities and differences in the geography of the continents of North America and Africa.
 
	SUCCESS CRITERIA 
 I will be able to show this by talking with a partner about the different climates and landforms for each continent. 

I will be able to show this by labeling specific mountains and ranges, rivers, landforms, and waters surrounding North America and Africa on a map.
 
I will be able to show this by labeling a Venn diagram with the similarities and differences for the geography of the continents of North America and Africa. 

	ASSESSMENT (​How will I track student learning?  If using rubric/checklist—please indicate/attach.) 

 The labeling of specific mountains and ranges, rivers, landforms, and waters on outline maps of North America and Africa will be used as an independent assessment for this lesson. 
 
 

	CONTENT/BIG IDEA CONCEPTS (What will my students UNDERSTAND—about the content and/or the topic?):​	 
 Students will compare North America and Africa to see how they are similar and different.
 
 
 

	ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS (What is new​ that my students will KNOW and/or BE ABLE TO DO?)​	 
 
 Students will be able to locate, describe and label the differences and similarities between North America and Africa. 
 
 

	LESSON SEQUENCE (​What will my students do to learn the material?  How will they understand/practice something new?) 
Lesson Opening (20 minutes):
The teacher reads and thinks aloud from the student atlas on page 14: “What this atlas will teacher you.”
· Students add facts that they learn from an atlas.
· Record their ideas on the board, a chart, or digitally.
Explain climate (weather over many, many years) and differentiate it from weather (temperature, humidity, and rainfall over a day, week, or month). “What’s the weather outside?” is one of familiar question that distinguishes the words.

Students add climate and weather to the Vocabulary for the Unit worksheet in their Geographer’s Journal and write definitions of these terms. 

During the Lesson (20 minutes):
Ask students to read page 16 and look at the scene on pages 16-17.  Ask if students have been to, or have seen pictures of, Yosemite National Park. Ask students to point to Montana and California on the map on pages 23-24 and check their accuracy.

Read with the students, “North America: The Land” on page 18 in the atlas and look at the map on page 19. 

Closing the Lesson (20 minutes):
Instruct student to write facts about the land on Lessons 4 and 5: Two Continents: Similar and Different North America worksheets in their journals. 

Ask students to turn and talk to a partner about one (or more) of the facts.

Time permitting, students read further in atlases and books collected for the unit. Students can also do activities listed in Lessons 1-3 or fill in the blank world map from the Lesson 2 resources. 


 
 
	INSTRUCTIONAL TOOLS, RESOURCES, MATERIALS  
 
 National Geographic Beginner’s World Atlas (at least one book per two students)

Document Camera if possible

Reading books about continents

Internet access

Copy of outlined world map for each student

pencil
 
 

	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES  
How will learning be structured? 
Learning will be structured by asking the essential question and discussing maps and atlases. There will be explicit teaching by the teacher (for example, showing the Southern Ocean) and discoveries by the children as they peruse the atlases, talk with a partner, and ask questions. 
The lesson opener will be to engage students in maps and locations. The lesson will focus on discovering the continents and their locations, as well as the five major oceans. The lesson closing will ask students to again turn and talk with a partner.  Were there any misconceptions? Surprises?  Share out with the group.
 
 
 
	9 Core Instructional Practices: 
1. Set clear goals aligned to state content standards and plan lessons and learning activities that will promote student understanding of the goals. 
2. Create a content and literacy rich classroom environment that supports the learning of the full range of learners, including ELL, learning disabled and gifted students. 
3. Provide explicit instruction and practice in the relevant application of reading, writing, and speaking as these skills apply to learning a given concept in a given content area. 
4. Provide explicit instruction in content/domain specific as well as more general academic language. 
5. Create opportunities for students to exercise expressive language, including both speaking and writing, to support the development of reasoning and conceptual understanding and to demonstrate new learning articulately.  
6. Promote higher order thinking through the use of developmentally appropriate questions and assignments that challenge students to engage in analysis, synthesis, application, and creation of knowledge from multiple sources and through diverse means.  
7. Demonstrate the strategic and skillful use of learning tools and devices, including digital technology, to support a given learning purpose. 
8. Make frequent and effective use of a range of formative and summative assessments that demonstrate the degree to which each student met the learning goals and learned the key skills/knowledge taught. 
9. Provide instruction in and opportunities for students to construct arguments and critique the reasoning of others, based on evidence, in all disciplines and ways of communicating.  
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	**ACCOUNTABLE TALK  - happens through the opening, during, and the closing of the lesson. 
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