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Students will be able to independently use their learning to…
_______ Read and comprehend a range of increasingly complex texts written for various 
                audiences and purposes.
_______ Generate open-ended questions and seek answers through critical analysis of 
	    a text.
_______ Communicate ideas effectively in writing to suit a particular audience or purpose.
Students will understand…
_______ Authors use their experiences to create stories.
_______ Books in a series often have continuity in characters, setting, and themes.
_______ Illustrations help the reader to comprehend the setting, characters, plot, mood
 	     and tone of the book.
_______ Writers use examples to support their opinions.
Students will know…
_______ The structure of a story moves from beginning to end and includes setting, 
	     character, problem, and solution.
_______ The beginning of a story introduces the story and the end concludes the action.
_______ Important events in Tomie dePaola’s life in order to connect these events to 
               events in his stories.
_______ The plot of a story focuses on character’s responses to major events and 
	     challenges in the story.
_______ An author conveys a central message, lesson, or moral in a story.
_______ The role of illustrations in a story and how they contribute to understanding of
	    Characters, setting, and plot.
_______ The contribution dialogue makes in bringing a story to life for the reader.
_______ An opinion piece includes stating the opinion, citing evidence that supports the 
	    Opinion, and a concluding statement.
Students will  be skilled at…
_______ Identifying the structure of a story, including the setting, characters, problem, 
               and solution.
_______ Discussing the beginning of a story and the ending of a story.
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]_______ Relating how events in a story sometimes reflect events in an author’s life.
_______ Determining major events and challenges a character faces in a story and 
	     how they respond to events and challenges.
_______ Examining illustrations and explaining how they support understanding of the
	     text.
_______ Identify dialogue in a story and reading it with appropriate expression,
