MASHPEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS—LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE 
	CONTENT/LESSON PLAN­­ Geography: Land and People  

	Grade level:  2
	Estimated Time (Minutes): 60 minutes
	Unit #:  MCU
	Lesson #: 1

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  What Can We Learn from Atlases and Maps? 

	STANDARDS 
CCSS.ELA – Literacy.RI.2.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.
HSS.2.LC.01 – Locate the continents: North America, South America, Europe, Asia (with Middle East), Africa, and Australia/Oceania.
HSS.2.LS.03 – Locate the major oceans of the world: Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, Southern Ocean
HSS.2.LS.06 – Explain the difference between a continent and a country, and give examples of each. 
 

	LEARNING TARGET(s) 
I can learn the similarities and differences between countries and continents.


I can form a response to the Essential Question “What can we learn from atlases and maps?”

I can locate the seven continents and the five major oceans of the world.
 
	SUCCESS CRITERIA 
 I will show this by working with a partner, we will correctly place similarities and differences between countries and continents using a Venn diagram.
 
I will show this by turning to a shoulder partner, and telling orally what we can learn from an atlas or map.
 
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]I will show this by labeling a map of the world with the seven continents and the five major oceans. 

	ASSESSMENT (​How will I track student learning?  If using rubric/checklist—please indicate/attach.) 

 The outline of the map of the world will be used as an independent assessment for this lesson. Students will fill in the seven continents and the five major oceans.  
 
 
 

	CONTENT/BIG IDEA CONCEPTS (What will my students UNDERSTAND—about the content and/or the topic?):​	 
 Students will understand that there is more than just location to be learned from an atlas or map.
 
 
 

	ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS (What is new​ that my students will KNOW and/or BE ABLE TO DO?)​	 
 Students will be able to locate the seven continents and five major oceans on a map.
 Students will be able to describe the difference between countries and continents.
 
 

	LESSON SEQUENCE (​What will my students do to learn the material?  How will they understand/practice something new?) 
Lesson Opening (10 minutes):
Distribute and ask students to open the National Geographic Beginner’s World Atlas.
· Students preview the book from cover to cover and ask themselves, “What is an atlas?”
· Students turn and talk to a partner, and then several answer the question to the class.
During the Lesson (40 minutes):
Ask pairs of students to read pages 6 and 7 in the atlas. Have them develop questions about the material on these pages and record their questions on a chart or screen.
· Display pages 6 and 7, and ask students to think about Essential Question #1: What can you learn from atlases and maps?
· Model a question that you have when you look at pages 6 and 7 and think about the question.
· Give students a chance to turn and talk to a partner to come up with some of their own questions.
· Share out: Each pair can offer one question to the list.
Using their questions as a guide, summarize the information about how a map flattens out the world.

Access the Globe Unwrapped (an interactive globe site: https://web.archive.org/web/20141129013829/http://www.
digital-week.info/education/mapping our world/mapping our world/05-GlobeUnwrapped/GlobeUnwrapped.htm. Show students various views of the globe.  Demonstrate the effects of flattening the globe – how the closer to the North and South Poles, the more stretched out they appear on maps.

Go to pages 8 and 9 in the atlas. After several moments of reading and viewing, ask students what they notice about the physical world.

Give a tour of the continents and oceans there. Note that “Southern Ocean”, just above Antarctica, is not named on this map and write it on the board or a chart.

Closing the Lesson (10 minutes):
Ask student pairs to choose from the atlases, maps, and books collected for the unit and read. 
· Students ask themselves, “What more can I learn from an atlas or map?”
· Students turn and talk with a neighboring pair of students and share their atlas and learning. 



 
 
	INSTRUCTIONAL TOOLS, RESOURCES, MATERIALS  
 
 National Geographic Beginner’s World Atlas (at least one book per two students)

Document Camera if possible

Reading books about continents

Internet access

Copy of outlined world map for each student

pencil
 
 

	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES  
How will learning be structured? 
Learning will be structured by asking the essential question and discussing maps and atlases. There will be explicit teaching by the teacher (for example, showing the Southern Ocean) and discoveries by the children as they peruse the atlases, talk with a partner, and ask questions. 
The lesson opener will be to engage students in maps and locations. The lesson will focus on discovering the continents and their locations, as well as the five major oceans. The lesson closing will ask students to again turn and talk with a partner.  Were there any misconceptions? Surprises?  Share out with the group.
 
 
 
	9 Core Instructional Practices: 
1. Set clear goals aligned to state content standards and plan lessons and learning activities that will promote student understanding of the goals. 
2. Create a content and literacy rich classroom environment that supports the learning of the full range of learners, including ELL, learning disabled and gifted students. 
3. Provide explicit instruction and practice in the relevant application of reading, writing, and speaking as these skills apply to learning a given concept in a given content area. 
4. Provide explicit instruction in content/domain specific as well as more general academic language. 
5. Create opportunities for students to exercise expressive language, including both speaking and writing, to support the development of reasoning and conceptual understanding and to demonstrate new learning articulately.  
6. Promote higher order thinking through the use of developmentally appropriate questions and assignments that challenge students to engage in analysis, synthesis, application, and creation of knowledge from multiple sources and through diverse means.  
7. Demonstrate the strategic and skillful use of learning tools and devices, including digital technology, to support a given learning purpose. 
8. Make frequent and effective use of a range of formative and summative assessments that demonstrate the degree to which each student met the learning goals and learned the key skills/knowledge taught. 
9. Provide instruction in and opportunities for students to construct arguments and critique the reasoning of others, based on evidence, in all disciplines and ways of communicating.  
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	**ACCOUNTABLE TALK  happens through the opening, during, and the closing of the lesson. 
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