========MASHPEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS—LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE
	CONTENT/LESSON PLAN--(Title):  Biography

	Grade level:  2
	Estimated Time (Minutes):  60
	Unit #:  MCU
	Lesson # 5

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  What is a biography?  Why do we read biographies? Who is a good subject for biographies?

	STANDARDS
Literacy RI 2.3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
Literacy RI 2.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons,) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
Literacy W2.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
Literacy L. 2.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
Literacy. SL.2.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a test read aloud or information presented orally or through other media.
LIteracy L2.4e Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and phrases.


	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]LEARNING TARGET(s)
I can: Understand how authors organize a biography and how it helps to me to understand a person’s  life.
	SUCCESS CRITERIA
I will be able to: explain how authors organize a biography and recall key facts about a person’s life. 

	ASSESSMENT (How will I track student learning?  If using rubric/checklist—please indicate/attach.)
-Review the KWL charts.
-Class discussion
-Small-group discussion
-Small-group reading (listen in as students read)


	CONTENT/BIG IDEA CONCEPTS (What will my students UNDERSTAND—about the content and/or the topic?):
-A biography is the story of a real person’s life.
-Writers make choices about what to include in a biography.
-Biographies are usually written about people we admire or from whom we want to learn.  


	ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS (What is new that my students will KNOW and/or BE ABLE TO DO?)

 - Biographies are a type of narrative.  They are often organized chronologically.
 - Biographies can include primary sources: photos, or writings (journals, letters, or notes) from the person’s life.


	LESSON SEQUENCE (What will my students do to learn the material?  How will they understand/practice something new?
Organization of Biography-
Before Reading: (10 minutes)
· Ask students: How do authors organize biographies?
              -Explain that authors organize their writing so it is easy for 
               the reader to understand.
              -Explain that the structure of biographies is often  
               chronological: the biography begins when the subject is  
               born or as a child and then describes what the subject did  
               as he or she grew older.
              -Sometimes biographies will begin with an overview or  
               summary of the person’s life and accomplishments.
· Ask students: Do biographies tell everything about a person’s life? (No. The author identifies the important events that he/she will include.  Some parts of the life might not make a good story.  A biographer may only include one aspect of a person’s life; e.g. he or she may focus on when the person was young or when the person was well known, such as a president.)
Interactive Read-Aloud (15 minutes)
· Explain that there are various forms of biography: picture books, chapter books, interviews, articles, essays, etc.
· Display the  table of contents for Who Was Amelia Earhart?   By Kate Boehm Jerome with a document camera:
               -Read the title for each chapter and think aloud about how  
                the biography is organized (i.e., it looks like this   
                biography is organized in chronological order, starting     
                from her life as a child).
               -To test your theory, begin reading the first chapter of the   
                Book.  Ask students: Does this chapter begin when  
                Amelia Earhart was born? (it gives an overall summary of  
                her life and accomplishments)
· Explain that some biographies begin with a summary or overview and then become chronological.
· Read aloud page 3 of Amelia Earhart: More Than a Flier, by Patricia Lakin.  Ask students: What is the structure? Does it begin with an overview or immediately with her early life? 
· Explain the reading and writing that students will do this week:
              -They will listen to various biographies read aloud.
              -Each day they will read their own books in small groups.     
               One group will read about Amelia Earhart, one group will  
               read about Sacagawea, and the last group will read about 
               Martin Luther King, Jr.
              -After reading, they fill in a KWL chart and answer some 
               questions in their Reading Response Journal.(RRJ).
Guided Reading in Small Groups (25 minutes)
· Divide students into groups and introduce new books they will be reading:
             -The first group will read Amelia Earhart by Philip Abraham 
              (moderately complex text)
             -The second group will read Young Martin Luther King, Jr.,  
               by Joanne Mattern (readily accessible text)
             -The third group will read Sacagawea: Her True Story, by J  
              Joyce Milton (very complex text). Students will read the   
              entire book.
· As they finish reading, ask students to respond to the following questions in their RRJ:
              -Who is the biography about, and when did the person  
                live?
             -What have they learned so far about the person? (Write  
              down three to five facts.)
· Meet with the MLK group first and ask what they know about him.
              -Start a KWL chart (individually or a group).
              -Have students read page 3 and page 5 to themselves and  
               ask about the structure of the biography:
                    Does it immediately start with his birth, or does the 
                    author give an overview of who he was and why he is 
                    an important person to learn about?
              -Review vocabulary, including the pronunciation and meaning of these words: Atlanta, Georgia, Ebenezer, playgrounds (point out that this is a compound word), restaurants, allowance, reverend, pastor, and customers.
· Meet with the Sacagawea group next and ask what they know about her.  
             -Make sure that students look at the map on pages 2 and  
             3. Give them some background knowledge about the  
             Lewis and Clark Expedition.
            -Ask students how the biography began. (Have students 
             reread pp. 4-5.) 
                 -Discuss with students that sometimes a biography does not begin with a person’s birth because little is known about it.  The author begins with some background knowledge about the person, the time, and/or the place. In this book, the author begins by telling us about Sacagawea’s tribe.
· Briefly check in with the Amelia Earhart group.
· Give students in each group a chance to work on a KWL chart as they finish reading.  The chart can be completed with someone from their group, or individually.  
After Reading and Closure: (10 minutes)
· Give students a chance to share and compare information 
              About their subject’s childhood with a student from a 
              different group.  Students can discuss questions such as:
             -What happened in your subject’s childhood?
             -What is your subject known for?
             -Do you know why someone would choose to write a 
              biography of your subject?
             -What are you learning by reading this biography?
· Review the lesson outcomes by asking students questions.
· Preview outcomes for the next lesson: Tomorrow I will read aloud two biographies about Amelia Earhart, and we will discuss how they are similar and different.
          

	INSTRUCTIONAL TOOLS, RESOURCES, MATERIALS  

Document Camera or SmartBoard
Access to the Internet
Reading Response Journal
Paper/Pencil
Chart paper and markers for KWL chart
Small Group Sets of Texts:
Amelia Earhart: More Than a Flier, by Patricia Lakin
Young Martin Luther King, Jr.: I Have a Dream, by Joanne Mattern
Martin Luther King, Jr.: A Man with a Dream, by Alyse Sweeney
Amelia Earhart,by Philip Abraham
Sacagawea: Her True Story, by Joyce Milton
Who Was Sacagawea?  by Judith Bloom Fradin and Dennis Brindell Fradin

Teacher Read-Aloud Texts (one copy each)
 Picture Book of Sacagawea, by David A. Adler
A Picture Book of Martin Luther King, Jr., by David A. Adler
Who Was Amelia Earhart? By Kate Boehm Jerome



	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
How will learning be structured?
-Review the list of activities for students to engage independently when they finish group work (e.g., independent reading, journal writing).
     -Write these on a chart or board and review     
      with all students. 
     -Encourage students to read and reread the 
      biographies that are displayed in the 
      Biography Corner- independently or with a 
      partner. 
     -Plan to meet with two groups each day.
     -Send out invitations to guests to hear 
      presentations of “mini-biographies” that 
      students will write.
     Anticipated Student Preconceptions/Misconceptions
-All biographies are written with the same structure.
-All biographies contain the same information.
-There is nothing that we can learn from people who lived a long time ago.
-People who lived a long time ago are completely different than we are.
Preparation 
-List the Essential Questions for the unit on chart paper, one question per page, to be displayed and responses added to them throughout the unit. These will serve as anchor charts for discussions throughout the unit.

-Put up a timeline throughout the duration of the unit. As you read each new biography, add the person’s important events to the timeline.

-Begin a Biography Corner in one section of the room to highlight many types of biographies. Try to get multiple copies of biographies of the same person at different reading levels so students can compare how different authors emphasize different events in a person’s life. There are many biographies that accommodate reading levels of students with learning disabilities and ELLs (e.g., Easy Reader Biographies from Scholastic, Rookie Biographies from Children’s Press, and First Start Biographies from Scholastic).

-Review your classroom library to ensure that it includes biographies that reflect many interests. These are resources for independent reading and for the CEPA.

-Enlist the support of the school librarian in determining biographies that are appropriate for 2nd grade.

-Meet with specialists (ELL, special education, and reading) to discuss the unit and how they can support their students in the classroom and in small groups.
-Create a list of students who will work together in small, homogeneous reading groups for guided reading.

-Make a list of activities for students to engage independently when they finish group work (e.g., independent reading, journal writing) and other groups are still reading. Write these on a chart or board and review with all students. Encourage students to read and reread—independently or with a partner—the biographies that are displayed in the Biography Corner.

-Set a date for inviting guests (family members, friends, students from another class, etc.) into the classroom to listen to the “mini-biographies” that the students wrote.


	9 Core Instructional Practices:
1. Set clear goals aligned to state content standards and plan lessons and learning activities that will promote student understanding of the goals.
2. Create a content and literacy rich classroom environment that supports the learning of the full range of learners, including ELL, learning disabled and gifted students.
3. Provide explicit instruction and practice in the relevant application of reading, writing, and speaking as these skills apply to learning a given concept in a given content area.
4. Provide explicit instruction in content/domain specific as well as more general academic language.
5. Create opportunities for students to exercise expressive language, including both speaking and writing, to support the development of reasoning and conceptual understanding and to demonstrate new learning articulately.  
6. Promote higher order thinking through the use of developmentally appropriate questions and assignments that challenge students to engage in analysis, synthesis, application, and creation of knowledge from multiple sources and through diverse means. 
7. Demonstrate the strategic and skillful use of learning tools and devices, including digital technology, to support a given learning purpose.
8. Make frequent and effective use of a range of formative and summative assessments that demonstrate the degree to which each student met the learning goals and learned the key skills/knowledge taught.
9. Provide instruction in and opportunities for students to construct arguments and critique the reasoning of others, based on evidence, in all disciplines and ways of communicating.  
**ACCOUNTABLE TALK
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