
========MASHPEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS—LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE
	CONTENT/LESSON PLAN--(Title):  Newpaper Reporting

	Grade level:  2
	Estimated Time (Minutes):  60
	Unit #:  MCU
	Lesson # 2

	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
What is a newspaper? 
Why do people read newspapers?
What do reporters do?



	STANDARDS:
RI.2.5. Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.
RI.2.6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
RI.2.7. Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify a text.


	[bookmark: _gjdgxs]LEARNING TARGET(s)
I can: compare and contrast a newspaper and an online newsfeed.
	SUCCESS CRITERIA
I will be able to:  compare and contrast a newspaper and an online newsfeed using a Venn Diagram. 

	ASSESSMENT (How will I track student learning?  If using rubric/checklist—please indicate/attach.)
Formative Assessment
Analyze students’ writing from the lesson to determine what they know and what misconceptions they may have.
Listen as they talk to each other to see if they are correctly using newspaper terms.   


	CONTENT/BIG IDEA CONCEPTS (What will my students UNDERSTAND—about the content and/or the topic?):
Students will be able to compare and contrast newspapers with online newsfeeds.  They will learn new academic and newspaper vocabulary.  

	ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS (What is new that my students will KNOW and/or BE ABLE TO DO?)
Describe what a newspaper is and its purpose
Describe several parts and features of the newspaper
Use vocabulary related to newspapers and reporting
Compare and contrast newspapers with online newsfeeds
Understand the purpose of the upcoming unit of study organized around the three Essential Questions



	LESSON SEQUENCE (What will my students do to learn the material?  How will they understand/practice something new.

Lesson 2: Comparing newspapers with online newsfeeds

Introduction to Newsfeeds
Review the list of words generated and what they learned about newspapers and reporting from Lesson 1.
Next, introduce online texts. Depending on computer and instructor availability, work as a full class or in small groups. Allow students as much freedom as possible to explore the sites safely on their own. Use Time for Kids, Scholastic Weekly Reader, or the website of a local newspaper. Show them how to navigate the websites. For example, click on headline links, video reports, and other unique features. Find editorials, classified ads, and other sections. Students add to the vocabulary and their understandings of newspapers from Lesson 1.
Students discuss the similarities and differences between online newspapers and the newspapers they explored. Students’ responses may be recorded on a Venn diagram as a class, in small groups, or individually, then they come together to discuss their diagrams. Also ask students why people might want to read the news in print, online, or in both versions.
To prepare students for Lessons 3–5 on writing news articles, add more general academic and newspaper vocabulary to the list. Choose from words such as “draft,” “revise,” “edit,” “copy,” “copy editor,” “assignment,” “deadline,” and “typo.” In regards to online newsfeeds, words such as “links,” “newsfeeds,” and “videos” may be added.
Base the number and complexity of words selected on observations of how students respond to, understand, and use the words in their discussions of newspapers.
Ask the three Essential Questions for this lesson to determine how their answers might be different when reflecting on online newspapers. Add students’ responses to the anchor chart initiated in Lesson 1.

Closing the Lesson
To add to the flavor of the newspaper theme, consider using Some Good News, by Cynthia Rylant, as a read-aloud. It does not teach about newspapers per se but reflects some of the experiences and integrates some of the language that students will be using.
Start and continue reading the book and discussing it when time allows throughout the unit. Apply what students are learning to the characters’ experiences.
Preview outcomes for the next lesson: Provide a tour of the classroom newsroom and tell them that starting tomorrow they will begin to learn how to write like newspaper reporters.



	INSTRUCTIONAL TOOLS, RESOURCES, MATERIALS  

Books and videos
One copy of Max’s Words, by Kate Banks
(Optional) One copy of Some Good News, by Cynthia Rylant
(Optional) One copy of The Furry News: How to Make a Newspaper, by Loreen Leedy

Videos to help students to understand perspective or point of view:
The story of a young Spanish-speaking student in an immersion class: http://www.teachersdomain.org/asset/midlit11_vid_splmoisesa/
We hear how the teacher sounds to him and experience the class from his perspective compared to the perspective of a native English speaker.
Children learn about drums; one girl, who is hearing impaired, learns through touch: http://www.teachersdomain.org/resource/lsps07.sci.phys.energy.cgfeelbeat/


SmartBoard or multiple computers (so that small groups of students can work with adult facilitators to navigate through an online newspaper website)
(Optional) Teacher read-aloud: Some Good News, by Cynthia Rylant




	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
How will learning be structured?
Allow students to explore newspapers first and then add to their knowledge and understanding by summarizing as a class what they have observed.
This unit includes new general academic vocabulary as well as specialized terms relating to newspapers. The teacher should base the number of specialized words and the complexity of words that are included on observations of how students are responding to, understanding, and using the words in their discussions of newspapers.
Impress upon students that the purpose of a newspaper in print or online, or a television or radio news broadcast, is to provide accurate information about real people and events in an interesting way.

Anticipated Student Preconceptions/Misconceptions
Students with little experience with newspapers may think of the articles as stories that a reporter invents.
Students, particularly English learners, may not make the connection between the words “new,” “news,” and “newspaper.”
Students may not know that there are print and online newspapers and news broadcasts in all languages, or that many communities support newspapers in multiple languages.
Visual Thinking Strategies (VTS)
When reading visual representations, students are asked to interpret meanings and explain how images contribute to and clarify text. VTS supports students’ abilities to discuss works of art, visual arts, and other images. VTS provides tools to help students to become independent in their comprehension of images of all kinds.

Students are asked to talk about art or images after observing them. They are encouraged to comment about what is going on in the picture and then support what they say with evidence from the image. In this way, they are using evidence from the text to support their interpretation. By encouraging everyone to participate and share their thoughts and perceptions, teachers provide opportunities for students to hear and consider others’ opinions. The teacher helps students to understand that a work of art or another visual representation may have multiple meanings and that as long as there is logical evidence to support a viewer’s perspective, it is not wrong. The teacher keeps the discussion going by asking students to respond to what else they can find, looking more deeply into the image.
For more information about this approach, go to http://vtshome.org/pages/a-vts-discussion#1. View the grade-level videos.






	9 Core Instructional Practices:
1. Set clear goals aligned to state content standards and plan lessons and learning activities that will promote student understanding of the goals.
2. Create a content and literacy rich classroom environment that supports the learning of the full range of learners, including ELL, learning disabled and gifted students.
3. Provide explicit instruction and practice in the relevant application of reading, writing, and speaking as these skills apply to learning a given concept in a given content area.
4. Provide explicit instruction in content/domain specific as well as more general academic language.
5. Create opportunities for students to exercise expressive language, including both speaking and writing, to support the development of reasoning and conceptual understanding and to demonstrate new learning articulately.  
6. Promote higher order thinking through the use of developmentally appropriate questions and assignments that challenge students to engage in analysis, synthesis, application, and creation of knowledge from multiple sources and through diverse means. 
7. Demonstrate the strategic and skillful use of learning tools and devices, including digital technology, to support a given learning purpose.
8. Make frequent and effective use of a range of formative and summative assessments that demonstrate the degree to which each student met the learning goals and learned the key skills/knowledge taught.
9. Provide instruction in and opportunities for students to construct arguments and critique the reasoning of others, based on evidence, in all disciplines and ways of communicating.  
**ACCOUNTABLE TALK
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