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	CONTENT/LESSON PLAN--(Title): Where Animals Sleep STEM

	PRE-K
	Estimated Time (Minutes): 15 Min
	Unit #:  3
	Lesson #: 2

	ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  Where and how do animals sleep?

	STANDARDS
ELA
Informational Text
MA.2. Recall Important facts from a text read aloud.
MA.3. Represent or act out concepts from a text read aloud
Spoken Language
MA.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings and ideas
STEM
From Molecules to Organisms: Structure and Processes
Pre-K -LS1-1(MA) Compare, using descriptions and drawings, the external body parts of animals (including humans) and plants and explain functions of some of the observable body parts.

	LEARNING TARGET(s)
Students will use blocks and other materials to build sleeping areas for animals.

Students will explain their structures to an adult and tell  how an animal might build the structure in nature.
	SUCCESS CRITERIA
If I can build a sleeping area for an animal and explain it to a teacher.




	ASSESSMENT (How will I track student learning?  If using rubric/checklist—please indicate/attach.)
When their structure is complete say to each child, “Tell me about the area you made for the ______.” Then ask, “How do you think the _____ would build that in nature? What body parts would she use?” Provide guidance and prompts as needed and then allow the student to play with the structure or build a new one.

	CONTENT/BIG IDEA CONCEPTS (What will my students UNDERSTAND—about the content and/or the topic?):
Students will understand that animals sleep in their habitat.
Students will understand that animals build their sleeping area from items found in nature.

	ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS (What is new that my students will KNOW and/or BE ABLE TO DO?)
Students will use provided materials to build a sleeping area for a specific animal.
Students will explain their structure and how the animal would build it in nature to a teacher.

	LESSON SEQUENCE (What will my students do to learn the material?  How will they understand/practice something new?)
First, explain to students that their job will be to choose an animal and build them a place to sleep.Next, Review the pictures from the book with students and allow students to choose an animal to work with. Then, assist students as they build habitats for their animals using the blocks.Last, when students have completed their structures help them explain them to other group members.
	INSTRUCTIONAL TOOLS, RESOURCES, MATERIALS  
Play animals, blocks, copy of Sweet Dreams for students to refer to

	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
1. Small Group- This activity is completed with a group of 2-4 children.
2. Learning Through Play- Students will complete this activity while working at a play center.
	9 Core Instructional Practices:
1. Set clear goals aligned to state content standards and plan lessons and learning activities that will promote student understanding of the goals.
2. Create a content and literacy rich classroom environment that supports the learning of the full range of learners, including ELL, learning disabled and gifted students.
3. Provide explicit instruction and practice in the relevant application of reading, writing, and speaking as these skills apply to learning a given concept in a given content area.
4. Provide explicit instruction in content/domain specific as well as more general academic language.
5. Create opportunities for students to exercise expressive language, including both speaking and writing, to support the development of reasoning and conceptual understanding and to demonstrate new learning articulately.  
6. Promote higher order thinking through the use of developmentally appropriate questions and assignments that challenge students to engage in analysis, synthesis, application, and creation of knowledge from multiple sources and through diverse means. 
7. Demonstrate the strategic and skillful use of learning tools and devices, including digital technology, to support a given learning purpose.
8. Make frequent and effective use of a range of formative and summative assessments that demonstrate the degree to which each student met the learning goals and learned the key skills/knowledge taught.
9. Provide instruction in and opportunities for students to construct arguments and critique the reasoning of others, based on evidence, in all disciplines and ways of communicating.  
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